Key networks
National

Influencing policy and
practice

• SIRCLE: Collaboration
with the Ministry of
Health and University
of Nairobi to expand
the use of research in
maternal, newborn and
child health care.

Policy engagement
Attending
health
policy
committees and meetings,
and synthesising and sharing
policy relevant findings.

International
• Resilient and Responsive
Health Systems
(RESYST) consortium,
focusing on financing,
health workforce and
governance.
http://resyst.lshtm.ac.uk

Training
Training researchers in diverse
health systems methodologies
and feeding into university
health economics and medical
courses.

• A partnership to lead
research in gender
and ethics (RinGs)
across 11 countries in
DFID funded research
consortia.
http://resyst.lshtm.ac.uk/
rings

Guidelines
Contributing to national and
international guidelines on
malaria, pneumonia, neonatal
infection and feeding and
quality of care assessment.

• Roll back Malaria
partnership and Division
of Malaria Control.
www.rollbackmalaria.org
• Oxford Health Systems
collaboration (OHSCAR)
with the University
of Oxford, UK, to
strengthen global
health systems research
capacity across relevant
departments in Oxford
and Kenya
www.tropicalmedicine.
ox.ac.uk/ohscar

Contact
Health systems research group
KEMRI-Wellcome Trust Research Programme
Kilifi
Bofa road
Tel: 072 3342 780

Sassy Molyneux: smolyneux@kemri-wellcome.org
Benjamin Tsofa: btsofa@kemri-wellcome.org

Nairobi
197 Lenana place
Tel: 020 271 0672

Jane Chuma: jchuma@kemri-wellcome.org
Mike English: menglish@kemri-wellcome.org

www.kemri-wellcome.org

Health Systems
Research
For the past 25 years, health
systems researchers at the
KEMRI-Wellcome trust have
been
conducting
studies
aimed at strengthening equity
in access to affordable, quality
care in Africa. Over this time,
we have built up a multidisciplinary team of experts
studying the health system in
its broadest sense.

Through
our
work
with
communities
and
health
workers, and as part of county,
national
and
international
partnerships, KEMRI-Wellcome
Trust has become a leader
in health systems research
in Kenya, with researchers
contributing widely to policy
discussions and decisions.

1989-2014

Celebrating 25 years of research in the community
1989-2014

Equity
Malaria
Access to care
Health economics
Governance
Service delivery
Information
Financing
Research ethics
Gender
Universal coverage
Newborn care
Health policy
Evaluation
Nutrition
Accountability
Health workforce

Research themes

THEMES

Financing

EXAMPLES

We examine different financing
mechanisms for universal
health
coverage, purchasing health care
services, fiscal space, governance of
financing institutions, and funding
mechanisms
for
primary
care
facilities.

Kenya has long been committed
to universal health coverage, but
progress towards this goal has been
relatively slow.
We have been conducting research
to inform the design of appropriate
health financing mechanisms for the
country, including different financing
options to promote universal, and
equitable, access to health care.
Options under consideration are
tax funding, social and national
health insurance, and mechanisms
to include those working outside the
formal sector.

Information for
decision making

Service delivery
and access

Governance and
accountability

We study the health workforce, its
performance and determinants, and
its costs and cost effectiveness. We
also build approaches to develop
contextually appropriate evidencebased guidelines.

We research quality of care, patient
safety, implementation and access
to essential interventions, as well as
community perceptions of health
and ill health, and responses to the
changing epidemiology of diseases
in a low income setting.

We study health system and clinical
governance,
management
and
leadership at national, district
and facility level, and public
accountability.

All countries need support in making
the ‘best’ decisions in selecting
the mix of health services and
interventions, including in relation to
effectiveness, cost and preferences.

A strong evidence base is needed
to support decision making for
improved service delivery and access.

Governance is a critical entry point to
leverage health system change but is
under-researched.

We
have
been
conducting
randomized-controlled trials and
intervention research in public
health facilities across Kenya to
feed into national policy discussions
and debates. To date, our work has
focused on childhood and newborn
illnesses, adoption of innovations in
Kenyan hospitals, and maternal care.

We have been exploring realities
of priority setting, organizational
culture and decision-making space
at various levels of the health system
in Kenya, and the implications of
devolution at county, sub-county and
peripheral facility level. Our work is
linked to similar studies in other subSaharan African countries.

We have been working with the
Ministry of Health in Kenya and
in other East African countries to
support the development of national
paediatric and neonatal guidelines.
Work has included systematic
reviews, comparison of different
approaches to presenting evidence
and promotion of participatory
decision making.

Our strength is in our multi-disciplinary background
including clinical medicine, pharmacy, nursing, economics,
anthropology, public health and human geography.

